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A Word at the Start

It was Oliver Wendell Holmes that first called Boston the Hub of the Universe, and Dr. Holmes, as everyone knows, was a rather shrewd observer of men and manners and a more shrewd philosopher. He meant, very probably, that the metropolis of New England was the center of the artistic and literary life of the country, and this is as true now as it was years ago.


Boston is a center of good music and incidentally, of good pianos. It has piano factories of its own and they have been firmly established for years. Therefore it is all the more surprising that a piano from the south—the “Stieff” of Baltimore—should make a place for itself at the Hub and win, in a comparatively few years, an unexcelled position. A piano that can do this necessarily must be a good one. All who have given the Stieff piano a fair trial agree that it is a good one.


In the first place it has a singing tone of really remarkable brilliancy. In the second place it is carefully built by the best piano makers in the country. And in the third place it wears well. There are Stieff Pianos which have been in service a generation and their tone is far better today than that of many new pianos of the moment.


The following letters from New Englanders who have got Stieff pianos of the manufacturers’ Boston Branch, tell the story of the instrument’s merits better, perhaps, than could a volume of mere descfription. They are offered as evidence of the best sort, and to the prospective piano buyer they should be at least worth a careful reading.

