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LOUDON PARK CEMETERY

1835–1902

Location of the Cemetery

Loudon Park Cemetery is situated west of Baltimore City, on the Frederick road, and runs southward to Wilkens avenue and westward to Beechfield avenue. It contains 320 acres—making it one of the largest cemeteries in the world—and is admirably adapted, both as to location and as to the general character of the land within its bounds, to the purpose to which it has been consecrated. Two fine avenues, Wilkens avenue and Frederick road, afford excellent driveways from the city, and three electric car lines adjoin. The Frederick road cars and the Towson-Catonsville through cars pass the main entrance every three minutes and the Wilkens avenue and Charles street cars are convenient to those entering from the south. The Catons​ville Short Line—soon to be electrified—and the Pennsylvania Railroad, jointly, have a station on the grounds. These lines give Loudon Park transportation facilities pos​sessed by no other cemetery. It is easy of access at all times from all parts of the city and suburbs, for one five-cent fare.

For the Comfort of Visitors

In every possible manner the company has arranged for the comfort and convenience of lot​-owners and visitors. Large and well-stocked greenhouses are maintained and near the main entrance has been erected a modern conservatory, whereat all sorts of plants and growing and cut flowers may be obtained at reasonable prices. Plants purchased here will be planted free of charge by the company’s florists. For the protection of those attending interments large canvas tents have been provided. These are effective guards against wind, rain, snow and sun, and are practically moving chapels. The permanent chapel, thoroughly heated in cold weather, is opened for funeral services free of charge, upon notice to the Superintendent. The latest and most improved lowering devices are employed at interments and a capable corps of attendants is provided. For the use of those who favor the cremation of the dead the cemetery offers a modern Crematorium--one of the best in the country.

A Modern Mausoleum

It seems to be a custom peculiar to Baltimore alone for families to defer the purchase of burial lots until death occurs, wen in the confusion of grief and haste purchasers frequently make selections which they afterward regret. To obviate this the Loudon Park Mausoleum was erected. It is a modern building of artistic and appropriate design, and because of the fact that the chamber in which remains are placed is built in the solid native rock, their preservation for long periods is insured. This is shown daily when bodies are removed to be interred in the ground. The Mausoleum is for the use of lot-owners and of those contemplating the purchase of lots. As a protection against vandals the entire cemetery is patrolled day and night by trusted watchmen. These men, by means of an electric system of clocks and alarms, are under the direct control of the Superintendent at all times, and they constitute a guard such as is probably unequalled in any other burial place in the United States.

Beautiful Hills and Dales

Naturally one of the most beautiful spots in the vicinity of Baltimore, Loudon Park has been greatly improved by the art of the landscape gardener. Its oak-​crowned hills and wooded dales lent themselves readily to the purpose, and to-day the peculiar charm of its scenery attracts visitors at first sight. From its hills may be seen, like a huge panorama, the city and harbor of Baltimore and the mouth of the Patapsco river, miles away, and in its woodland portions there are bits of sylvan beauty unequaled in any of the public parks. The soil too, because of its lack of that permanent moisture which hastens decay, is well suited to the purpose of interment, and a glance at the sloping hills shows that the drainage of the entire Park is perfect. Great care has been exercised in locating the paths and driveways, and the sections and lots are so situated that all are easy of access. The walks and roads are always maintained in perfect order and even in the most severe weather they are as dry as city streets.

The New Sections

The company desires to call the attention of those contemplating the purchase of lots to the new part of the cemetery, in Baltimore county, recently laid off under the personal supervision of Mr. H. C. Primrose, Civil Engineer. These sec​tions, Belmont, Mount Vernon, Beechwood, Edgewood and Rose Hill, are ideally beautiful, and contain a number of the most attractive lots in the cemetery. These lots contain three, four, six, eight or twelve adult graves. The prices quoted will be found extremely reasonable. For the convenience of those who may so desire, the company will arrange for the sale of lots by partial payments. In connection with this new part of the cemetery there is maintained a line of phaetons, which carry lot-holders and others, free of charge, from the main entrance. Visitors are also invited to visit any other part of the cemetery at their pleasure. Upon application to the Superin​tendent they will be shown through the Crematorium and will be cheerfully directed to any portion of the Park they may care to see.

Uncrowded by the City

Loudon Park’s natural attractions and its usual accessibility have long recommended it to those seeking a beautiful and convenient spot for the burial of their dead. Its extraordinarily large area, and the fact that it is in a location uncrowded by the ad​vance of the region of bricks and mortar, furnishes a certainty that it shall retain its attractiveness and charm until long after the present century is dead and forgotten. That its advantages are realized by the people of Baltimore is shown by its constant growth and by the large number of prominent families and organizations owning lots within its borders. The Maryland Society of the Confederate States owns a large section in one of the most beautiful parts. Here about 400 Confederate soldiers, including many officers, are interred. Nearby are the family lots and graves of Col. Harry Gilmor, Col. Jas. R. Herbert, Col. Lyle Clark, Gen. Bradley T. Johnson, and other famous leaders of the Lost Cause.

A Final Word or Two

In summing up the advantages of Loudon Park it is but necessary to enumerate all of those things which go to make any cemetery attractive. Located, by good for​tune, in a region of rare natural beauty, it has been constantly improved and embellished by the most skillful landscape architects. An extensive waterworks system allows of the proper care of plants and flowers, and during the present year a large water tower will be built. For the convenience of prospective purchasers of lots the company has provided ready means of inspecting the cemetery at all times, and the Superinten​dent will take pleasure in conducting visitors to any section they may desire to visit. In addition, the company has arranged for the sale of lots upon terms to suit all purchasers, and the large area of the cemetery furnishes a variety of attractions frorn which selections may be made. Detailed information regarding the purchase of lots will be found on page 16 and all inquiries will be cheerfully answered at the office of the company.

